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WHOSE PROPERTY IS IT?

Every computer, and the files it contains, is the property of some person or organization.  People who enter computer systems without permission are committing a crime.  It’s called hacking, cracking, or plain old “breaking and entering.”  It’s a crime that can be committed while sitting in your own home, school, or library.

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES?

Unauthorized entry causes a lot of trouble for computer system owners.  Valuable information can be lost.  Systems have to be shut down to look for damage. Business cannot be carried on.  Customers get angry and take their money elsewhere.  It all costs the owner a lot of money.

In addition, hacking causes trouble for people whose data is stored in these computer systems.  Their private information can be stolen, changed, or deleted.

Teen hackers also cause trouble for themselves when they are eventually caught.  Their Internet connection can be taken away. They can be fined.  A few, tried in court as adults, even face jail time.

DON’T RISK THE CONSEQUENCES!!!!

